HIGHLIGHTS

The fifth week of Florida's 2022 Regular Legislative
Session concluded in Tallahassee today. As of
Wednesday, 30 out of 60 days of session have passed,
marking the halfway point for the year's session
scheduled to end with a ceremonial Sine Die on March
11th. A focal point of this week was House and Senate
Appropriations Committees considering and discussing
their statewide budget proposals for Fiscal Year 2022-
2023, totaling $1053 billion and $1086 billion,
respectively. In addition, both the House and Senate
engaged in lengthy floor sessions this week, sending a
total of 13 bills to Governor DeSantis's desk for approval.
Many significant bills moved through the process this
week, including controversial priority measures and
legislation that failed to cross the finish line last year. Four
weeks remain in the regular session, during which
legislators must finalize the decennial redistricting
process, the state spending plan, and lawmaking for the
year.

e ON THE GOVERNOR'S DESK

o LEGISLATIVE UPDATES BY POLICY AREA
o HEALTH CARE
o EDUCATION & WORKFORCE

o ENVIRONMENT & AGRICULTURE
e MISCELLANEOUS LEGISLATIVE UPDATES
o CONDOMINIUM SAFETY
o AUTO INSURANCE
o HUMAN TRAFFICKING
o HOME PROTESTS

Another week of the 2022 Legislative Session has concluded inside The Florida
Capitol. Photo via Florida Politics.

ON THE GOVERNOR'S DESK

As of this week, 12 bills have passed both chambers and
are set for approval or veto by Governor DeSantis. Five
bills are revisers bills, three revise public meeting or
public record exemptions under the Open Government
Sunset Review (OGSR) Act, and the other four bills
include the creation and funding of a $500 million
Emergency Response Fund for use by the Governor (SB
96/SB 98), a call for Congress to recognize and address
the veteran suicide epidemic (SB 302), and an extension
of COVID-19 liability protections for health care providers
(SB 7014). Once received, the Governor has seven days
to approve or veto each piece of legislation.


https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2022/96
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2022/98
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2022/302
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2022/7014



https://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Bills/billsdetail.aspx?BillId=76019&SessionId=93
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2022/224
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2022/2508
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2017/7069
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2022/1702
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2022/7042
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2022/1525
https://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Bills/billsdetail.aspx?BillId=76615&SessionId=93
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2022/1950
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2022/1184
https://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Bills/billsdetail.aspx?BillId=76552&SessionId=93
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2022/146
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2022/1834
https://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Bills/billsdetail.aspx?BillId=76555&SessionId=93
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2022/148

IN THE BUDGET

On Wednesday, both House and Senate Appropriations
Committees reviewed each chamber's respective budget
proposal. Committee members engaged in discussion
and debate on each silo of their spending proposals prior
to voting on the budgets, which differ by $3.3 billion and
will be sent to conference negotiations between the two
chambers in the coming weeks.

The House Appropriations Committee approved their
Appropriations Act on a 20-9 vote. The proposal totals

-

$105.3 billion, and includes a two-billion dollar “Inflation
Fund" allocation from general revenue serving to offset
increased costs for state agencies, as well as a
controversial “Putting Parents First Adjustment” that
would strip $200 million in funding from the 12 school
districts that mandated masks in the midst of COVID-19
against the Governor's wishes. House Proposal

The Senate Appropriations Committee approved their
proposal unanimously after accepting 104 amendments
to the bill. It does not include the House's inflation fund
or "Putting Parents First Adjustment”, but rather, provides
a $1.46 billion increase to the Florida Education Financing
Program (FEFP) and focuses on low wage-earning state
employees, seeking to increase their minimum pay to
$15 per hour. Senate Proposal

Each budget must be passed on the floor of its chamber
before being sent to conference negotiations between
the two houses of the legislature, which will determine
final allocations for state agencies, local projects, and
other various spending priorities. Numerous conforming
bills will also be considered alongside budget proposals
in the next several weeks. A final state spending plan for
FY 2022-2023 beginning on July 1st must be concurred
upon by the end of session on March 11th.

REDISTRICTING

Congressional redistricting work will continue in the
House next week following a decision by the Florida
Supreme Court to deny the Governor's request for a
review of current Congressional District Five under voter-
approved standards. The court regarded the Governor's
request as too broad, citing the issue as one too complex
for an advisory opinion. Congressional District Five has
been included in all new map proposals so far, stretches
across much of North Florida, and is currently held by
Democratic Representative Al Lawson.

State Attorney General Ashley Moody forwarded state
House and Senate maps to the Florida Supreme Court
for a 30-day review this week. Once reviewed,
lawmakers will be tasked with making any necessary
changes proposed by the court to conform with legal
standards. The Governor does not have veto power over
state districts, but congressional districts will be
subjected to his approval once completed by the
legislature.

QUESTIONS?

Contact Jordyn Ferguson,
Jferguson@shumakeradvisors.com, or
Celeste Schettino,
cschettino@shumakeradvisors.com



https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2022/150
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2022/1852
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2022/1439
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2022/1664
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2021/1571
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2021/1571
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2022/614
https://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Bills/billsdetail.aspx?BillId=74934&SessionId=93
https://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Bills/billsdetail.aspx?BillId=76661
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2022/2500
mailto:jferguson@shumakeradvisors.com
mailto:cschettino@shumakeradvisors.com

